
Dear Members, notes from todays DEFRA Joint Stakeholder Forum – Topics Circular 
Economy Strategy development and future consultations (covering England only, 
although they will try an co-ordinate the approach with the other devolved nations) , 
Emissions Trading Scheme expansion including Waste Incineration or heat treatment or 
waste. Includes cost recovery from producers of the waste that can’t be recycled. 
Clinical Waste possibly in future scope, currently out of scope, with current focus on 
Local Authority Engagement. Simpler Recycling -reminder that this introduces 
obligations to businesses to segregate waste for recycling including separate food 
waste collection. PackUK update and new appointments (overseeing the setting of 
pEPR rules, including the RAMS). pEPR update including the reminder that there is 
active enforcement ongoing, and reporting of non-compliance is encouraged.  

 

 

 

Alex Rennison Circular Economy lead 

 



 

 

 

 

 

England only! – Will cover 6 sectors – Six priority sectors – Chemicals and EEE will 
impact our sector alongside initiatives taken impacting Design / Standards. 

 



Due to published between end of year and June 2026. Trying to avoid consultation 
over the Xmas break. Autum will be a busy period for DEFRA. Consultation typically 
lasts 10 to 12 weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

George Miller – Government buying standards 

 

 

 

 

• For queries, please contact: Government_Buying_Standards@defra.gov.uk  

 
 

 

Tony Laing – Emissions Trading Scheme Team 
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ETS expanding to include emission from waste – Could impact our sector longer 
term due to incineration or temperature treatment of our hazardous waste, but 
currently out of scope. Drive to marry costs with Extended Producer Responsibility 
cost recovery, so increased financial burden on Local Authorities is paid for by cost 
recovery from industry that is the source of the waste in the first place.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Applies from 1st Jan 2026 – plan to align with packaging EPR cost recovery regarding 
packaging waste that does not enter the recycling streams. 

 



 

 

 

 

Includes chemicals recycling using thermal treatments 

 

What’s not in scope 

 



 

 

 

Note - Northern Ireland – EU ETS applies! 

 

DEFRA team are looking closer at clinical waste! – Currently exempt, but looking at 
future inclusion within scope. 

 

 



 

Looking to avoid local authorities not picking up total costs, looking at potential 
cost recovery! 

 

 

 

pEPR looking to make sure costs are recovered as part of the pEPR cost recovery 
from industry! 

 

Further work on difficult to decarbonise waste streams 

 

 

 



 

 

Environment Agency: etswaste@environment-agency.gov.uk  

 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA): emission.trading@sepa.org.uk 

 

Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA): emissions.trading@daera-ni.gov.uk 

 

Natural Resources Wales (NRW): GHGHelp@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk / 

GHGHelp@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk  

 

Alan Johnson – Simpler Recycling in England 
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Applies from 31st March 2025, LA collections due from 31st March 2026, Applies to 
Micro businesses from 31st March 2027 – Requires segregation of waste for 
recycling. Sets Mandatory minimum waste types to be segregated, recovered and 
recycled. 

 

Sue Horrobin – WRAP – Main focus is on supporting recyclers and the Local 
Authorities to prepare for the changes to waste recovery. – Didn’t post the slides as 
focused on the Local Authorities preparations and how WRAP an assist.  

 

 

 

Esther Carter – Chief Strategy Officer – Ex McKinsey / Tesco etc. Plus global 
experience / Jez Blake – CEO Pack UK formerly with Waste Management and 
Recycling and packaging manufacturer 

 

Sophia Goode - PackUK 

 



 

 

Application deadline extended – 4 seats 

 

Lucy Duffy – Environment Agency Update (England) 

 

Guidance on application for roles under the new regulations – Current Focus on the 
roles and obligations of Reprocessors and Exporters 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Virginia Woolley Packaging Extended Producer Responsibility 

 

Check as medical packaging info updated, In the RAMS guidance. 

 

 

 



 

 

Definition of manufacturer 

 

Guidance for distributors 

 

Based on FAQ’s from stakeholders.  

 

 



 

H1 RAM data voluntary – However Plastic rigid and flex are still mandatory for H1 
Reporting. 

 

PRNs and EPRNs do need to be purchased. 

 

 

 

 

Enforcement actively ongoing! 

 



 

 

 


